Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima

Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes

June 5, 2011
Present:  Father Crowley, Barbara Norvish, Dave English, Joyce Domingos, Liz Larkin, Madeline O’Leary, Claire St. Laurent, Suzanne Whitehead, Ernie LeBlanc, Maggie McGee, Charlie Norvish, Jane Fitzgerald
I. Minutes from April 3, 2011 accepted as is.
II. Father John Swencki regretted he could not be with us due to a previous commitment.  Despite his absence, he was welcomed to our parish.  We look forward to seeing him at our 1st meeting next year.  Father Crowley noted that he was an “outgoing Polish priest who likes to speak from the head of the aisle.  We hope he’ll enjoy it here.”  

III. Old Business

A. Fr. Shea center:  steps need to be re-mortared.

B. Parish Hall security:  working as it should.  There are still some minor problems but it’s working out even if Father Crowley has to get up out of bed and go over in his “p.j.’s.”  
C. Rectory garage:  has new doors.  Also a safety beam on the doors was installed so no one gets hurt and the controls were placed higher so that no one can accidentally close the doors.
D. Church office garage:  hole in the roof has been repaired.  Sill was rotted and has also been replaced.
E. Church doors – still need to be addressed.  The company that originally installed them will not repair them without a cost since the warranty has expired.  They are not of the best quality despite the fact that they were expensive.
    IV.         New Business
A. Meeting with the Bishop on April 11:  Thanks to St. Rose for their hospitality and wonderful dinner.  The meeting went well.

B. 125th Anniversary Banquet-June 18:  Tickets have been sold the past 2 
weeks.  We’ve reached our minimum goal and have sold a few more.  Seating is for 180 people.  We can sell 15-30 more tickets.  Several priests/bishops, who have been associated with Sacred Heart, have been invited and will be attending.  Sue Black is doing the centerpieces and Ann Cavanaugh and group will do the entertaining.
C. Chicken BBQ at St. Rose on June 26th:  Sacred Heart will be promoting it’s parishioners to attend this affair.  They will try to provide a van for transportation from Middleboro to Rochester.  St. Rose is having a meeting on this Wednesday and will send over approximately 25 tickets to Sacred Heart to sell.
D. Cardinal’s appeal:  slowly progressing.  We are closer to meeting the goal but may not do so this year.  NOTE:  We received $33,000 back from the Chancelor thanks to Father Crowley’s request.  This money will go in to the St. Rose account to fix some mold and water issues in their cellar.  Drainage system outside has been extended further outside but some problems have developed from that extension.  Basement waterproofing systems have been recommended but they are very costly.  Things have improved a lot but it is not totally rectified.  It will also require some rugs to be replaced once the water problem is totally resolved.
E. Mass schedule:  attendance is down at Sacred Heart.  We may need to revisit the mass schedule due to this fact.  This Sunday, 675 parishioners attended mass.  The 9:30 a.m. mass (150-160 attendees) continues to be not well attended.  We will need to address this soon.  One problem to making mass changes would be to try and figure out what the children’s choir could/would do.  It is something we’d have to plan to do in January, 2012.  This should be placed on the agenda for our Sept, 2011 meeting.
F. Mass attendance:  As mentioned above, Sacred Hearts attendance is down while St. Rose’s attendance has increased slightly.  Counts were conducted at the request of “Catholics Come Home” campaign.  It occurred on Mothers Day and there was some positive difference.
G. Meeting agenda items: Father Crowley and Barbara meet prior to every meeting to set the agenda.  They feel there needs to be more of an input so that the agenda reflects a wider range of questions/concerns, etc.  It was recommended that a “suggestion box” be placed in the foyer of the churches allowing parishioners to put their questions/concerns/comments.  It was also suggested that the bulletin include a tear-out section where such comments could be written down and then placed in this suggestion box.  This would be a good thing to start next year.  NOTE:  Agenda items should be made public in enough time to allow those who might have to attend the meeting (due to an agenda item that effects them) to place it on their schedule.
V.     Other

A. Comment regarding the meeting with the Bishop on April 11th:  The Bishop mentioned that “it is not so much the building but the people that make the church.”  This theme needs to be carried through by both parishes.  We are here for the “body and blood of Christ” regardless of what the mass schedules, etc. will become.
VI. Elections

A. Thank you to Manny Rebello, Claire St. Laurent, Madeline O’Leary and Liz Larkin for their service on the PPC board over the past 3 years.  We are blessed to have you among us.
B. Sacred Heart election results:  New members are:  Jeffrey Cunningham, Ben Mackiewicz and Tara Studley.
C. St. Rose election results:  New member is:  Robert McGee 
D. Father Crowley will contact the new members by Wednesday of this week.
E. Congratulations to all the new members and thanks to all those who were willing to be on the ballot.

VII. Thanks to all those who brought refreshments to our last meeting.

VIII. Next meeting:  September 11, 2011 in Middleboro at 6:30 p.m.

