   Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima

Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes 

January 31, 2010
Present:  Father Richard Crowley, Father Jason Worthley, Charlie and Barbara Norvish, Mary and George Gabriel, Dave English, Regina and Manny Rebello, Ann Tucker, Joyce Domingos, Madeline O’Leary, Charles Bower, Suzanne Whitehead, Liz Larkin and Holly Clark
I. Old business:

A. Accepted minutes taken on December 13, 2009
B. Father Crowley – project updates for Sacred Heart 

                        1.  Door closers completed, broken window has been patched, stairs in garage 

     are finished, hand held microphone out to be repaired
C. St. Rose of Lima project updates 

1.  Carol Dias will contact a man from the sound company to get a new mike. 

      It’s in the works. 

D. Holly – information

1.  Data base – Holly and Gina Lewis now have complete access to the envelope

    company’s system. This will allow them to handle any envelope problems 

    directly.  If you know of any problems – please let Holly or Gina know.

2.  Pastoral Planning and the survey – Three handouts were passed out: two on

   “Preparing the Way – A Parish Council Consultation on Strategic Priorities of   the Archdiocese,” and one on “Another Step in a Blessed Journey.”  Council members are to complete the questionnaire, “Preparing the Way,” individually so that during the next meeting we can discuss the survey.  We will eventually have to submit the survey with a consensus from the Council on it’s views of the surveys questions. The Archdiocese also recommends that, at some point in time, interested people gather together to conduct a discussion on this topic in a parish town hall consultation meeting setting.   The council was also asked to read the third handout (“Another Step in a Blessed Journey”) and decide when we might want to participate.
E. Generations of Faith –
1. thoughts of PPC members who attended a session  - Sue and Regina found the session very well organized and wondered how the organizers found the time to do it all.  They really liked it.  They felt that the central theme was carried through all the levels.  They were impressed to see the parents there with their children. The fact that both parent and child are getting the same education enhances the chances that follow up will be done.   Liz felt the adult group that she attended was rather small and that was a negative.  She wondered how much of the prayers the children really learned.  Father Crowley feels the children do learn their prayers.  He mentioned that there is a lot of materials that go home that reinforces the doctrinal content and assists them in on-going learning.  He feels there is a greater potential for learning through the GOF program rather than the traditional “drop off” program.
2. Questions asked:  Is there a way to test the children to see if they really are learning their prayers and the basic principles of their faith?  Can it be evaluated in some way to see if the parents are using the “home kits?”  How are the parents of the traditional CCD program feeling about next years switch over to total GOF?  Father Crowley did mention that some are already talking about taking their children to other outside programs (i.e. Sts. Martha and Mary’s).  However, those who have switched over to the program this year have enjoyed it.   It should be noted that the GOF program is not mandated by the Archdiocese.  It is a program that requires a lot of time with preparation and organizational meetings.  It requires a lot of volunteers.  However, it seems to be more effective then the traditional CCD program and as the years go on in conducting the GOF program, things have gotten easier.
3.  Those members of the Council who did not already attend a January

GOF session are asked to make sure they do attend the February session.
4. Michelle Sylvia will address the group at our February meeting 

               F.   Thank you letters to nurses were signed and sent

              G.   Bulletin boards for PPC minutes – Containers to hold the PPC minutes have 

                       been purchased for both churches and will be installed somewhere in the lobby 

                       of each church. Included in the folder will be information parishioners would 
                       need if they want to contact a council member or give input to the council as  

                       well as multiple copies of the councils minutes.  These containers will need to be 
                       periodically checked to add new monthly minutes as well as see if there is any 
                       comments deposited.  
II. New business
A. St. Rose of Lima - new concerns/questions/comments

1.  stove in kitchen needs to be fixed.  They’d like to be able to use the stove and that space for future events and make it, once again, a working kitchen.  It needs to be cleaned up and the things stored there by Chuck to be removed to downstairs where there is additional storage space.  They’d like to use it again for when they have their barbeque.  The “Friends of Faith” group, approximately 60 parishioners, would like to clean things up.  They are a group filled with talents willing to volunteer their services.  It’s a positive group looking to get some things accomplished at the church.   Father Crowley said that the maintenance fund will pay for paint as long as sales receipts are submitted.
B. Heating problems at Sacred Heart – the 15 year old boiler is cracked.  Standish Oil can fix it.  It would cost approximately $12,000 to replace the honeycomb/cover that goes around the boiler which is where the water is made in to steam.  We should get a price of a gas burner since there are incentives for changing from oil to gas.  The present problem will be address however.
 C.  Lenten program – “We’re leaving the lights on for you.”  Confessions will be  

                      heard in all parishes on Wednesday evenings during Lent.  Our schedule will be:
                      mass at  6 pm., confession from 6:30-7:30 pm followed by choir practice.    Due to 
                      the CCD program at St. Rose, they will pick a different time frame.  This 
                      program will be mentioned on Ash Wednesday and different masses/activities

                      during Lent.
D. Ash Wednesday schedule – 6:30 a.m., 8 a.m., 4 p.m. (ashes only) and 7 p.m.

E. Anniversary celebrations – We will be celebrating an anniversary as is St. Ann’s in Raynham.  They are conducting an activity/event each month to celebrate their anniversary.   Each month, a different aspect/ministry of their parish will sponsor the activity.  The format looks to be something we might like to try to follow.  Both Barbara and Mary expressed interest in further investigating this possibility and thought they might like meet and come up with a letter to contact each of the ministries within our parish.  Their letter would explain what we are trying to do and inquire if their ministry might be interested enough to come up with an idea.  Some of our ministries include:  Knights of Columbus (i.e. Golf tournament), Generations of Faith, Respect Life (i.e. Pro Life Walk), Parish Pastoral Council (i.e. celebration for “Year of the Priest”), Marriage Group (i.e. renew vows), Baptism group, Ministry of Care (i.e. healing service, blood drive), St. Vincent de Paul to name a few.  The celebrations would/could begin in June, 2010 and go through June, 2011.
F. Changes in the Mass schedule – 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. masses are not well attended.  Perhaps one of these should be removed. Attendance averaged around 1150-1200 (10 years ago) and we have approximately 668 attending today. St. Rose attendance is essentially unchanged (250 before and 240 now). If we reduce masses to 3 on Sundays, would we open the possibility of losing parishioners to other towns (Lakeville)?  The staff suggested a Saturday - 4 p.m., Sunday – 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. idea.  The children’s choir would alternate masses with the adult choir.  Whatever the changes will be  –  it will not go in to effect until January, 2011.  Making changes to the mass schedule while Father Crowley is still pastor may be easier than doing it after he retires and a new pastor comes on board.
III. Other

1.  Respect Life Committee would like to involve the junior and high school students in the “Walk for Life” to help promote the chastity program and increase the commitment to the Pro Life Movement.  Is it possible to bring this up with Lori Handerhan and have her deliver the message to the students?  Can we also have Carol Dias do the same with her group in Rochester?  Can the curriculum for these students include such information/discussions?  Father Crowley will speak to the issue.
2. Parts of the ceiling in the Parish Hall are falling down.  It’s been patched but the problem will have to be addressed at some point.
3.  Topic of tithing at St. Rose was faced with no opposition.  In fact, people wondered why they weren’t already doing it.  They will also be doing a monthly maintenance collection at the end of each month.

4.  Father Jason has a blog.  Go to: FatherWorthley.blogspot.com

IV. Next meeting – February 28, 2010       6:30 p.m. in Middleboro
