Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima

Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes 

October 18, 2009 

Location:  Saint Rose of Lima Church, Rochester, Massachusetts

Present:  Father Richard Crowley, Father Jason Worthely, Charlie and Barbara Norvish, Mary Gabriel, Deacon George Gabriel, Dave English, Regina and Manny Rebello, Madeline O’Leary, Claire St. Laurent, Suzanne Whitehead, Holly Clark

I. Father Crowley opened the meeting with a prayer

II. Accepted September 13th minutes

1. Correction noted:  Sacred Heart is one of 60 parishes that made our annual appeal financial goal.  But we are one of only four or five parishes who made the secondary goal of the number of participants.

III. Update on projects or other old agenda items

1. Sacred Heart church doors are nearly completed.  An anonymous donor gave $1,000.00 toward the cost of the doors.

2. The Knights of Columbus have given a $500.00 donation in support of the Sunday morning “Signing Mass”.

3. St. Rose of Lima – painting and window projects!

1. It was suggested that the windows be removed, one at a time, where they can be taken out and repaired.

2. The basement water problem has improved; it was suggested that it be checked..

4. The Parish Directory was discussed.  The “points of contact” for the project are now Holly, Carol and Gina.  

1. It seems that somebody “dropped the ball” but the company is willing to complete the project.

2. Holly will follow up on the status of this endeavor.

5. Financial Report

1. It was noted that many parishioners have not received the color brochure of the Annual report.

2. Fr. Crowley discussed the financial report and the questions concerning the break down of the expenses, etc.

3. The employer expenses are lumped together e.g., Social Security, Medicare, unemployment, health insurance, etc.

4. The insurance costs are also an aggregate cost, except for the fire insurance

5. He stated that the insurance seems to be adequate and will cover replacement costs.

6. Grand Annual collection goal is $31,000.00 and is currently up to $22,000.00

1. It was noted that attendance has been down at both Rose of Lima and Sacred Heart.

IV. New Business

1. The current Secretary and Assistant Secretary will remain.

2. Fr. Crowley submitted the name of Barbara Norvish as the Vice Chairperson of the PPC.

1. There was unanimous agreement  

3. Due to the current issue with the H1N1 virus threat, there was a discussion of the steps the parish should take to mitigate the associated risks:

1. The antibacterial soap will be available in the Sanctuary at two locations – the credence table and the niche behind the Cantor’s position.

2. The presider will suggest that during the “Sign of Peace” the congregation should offer the sign of peace to each other without touching.

3. At the time of the meeting the RCAB had not offered any policy concerning this issue (this has since changed).

4. The AED “Train the Trainers” training has been completed.

1. The AED’s will be placed in both Sacred Heart and Rose of

      Lima.

2. First Aid kits have been placed in the Sacred Heart sacristy and the 2nd Floor of the Shea Center.  Saint Rose of Lima has First Aid Kits in the sacristy and conference room.

3. There was discussion of ideas on how to develop “collaborative” issues the Saint Martha and Mary.

4. Dave English presented some innovative ideas on some changes that could be made during Mass.

5. Deacon Gabriel stated that the Holy Hour for Life will be held on January 21, 2010 (the Eve of Roe v Wade) at 7:00 PM.

1. It was decided that the Exposition and Benediction will be conducted at both Sacred Heart Church and Rose of Lima.

2. Deacon Gabriel will coordinate with Deacon Bower and the different ministries and organizations in the parish.

6. There was some discussion concerning the drop in Mass attendance at Rose of Lima.

1. Apparently some parishioners are still unhappy about some of the changes that have taken place.

2. Father Crowley discussed the benefits/drawbacks of scheduling an informational meeting with the parishioners to discuss their questions and concerns.

NEXT MEETING:  November 15 at Sacred Heart Church in Middleboro.

