   Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima

Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes 

April 26, 2009
Present:  Father Crowley, Bill Pye, Jack Roussell, Regina Rebello, Ann Tucker, Joyce Domingos, Naomi Gonzalez, Liz Larkin, Madeline O’Leary, Manny Rebello, Holly Clark, Judith West
I. Judith West – Generations of Faith vs. traditional religious education classes
A.  It has been decided, more or less, that Sacred Heart will drop the traditional religious education classes and go all Generation of Faith program after this next year.    This would eliminate the Saturday and Sunday traditional “CCD” classes.  Judith brought up several points regarding this topic.


1.  regular weekly CCD classes perhaps reinforced the lessons better then the monthly G of F program



a.  5 year program that is designed after a classroom school model 

                             with no grading and ends with Confirmation.

                                    b. only 1/3 of those attending are faithful to the program and 

    attend church on weekends
                                    c.  2/3’s attending feel that they go to “school” and “why do I have 

                                        to go when the rest of my family doesn’t and we don’t do

                                       anything religious.”  In these cases, it is felt that the program

                                       serves as a babysitting service where the children are dropped off

                                       and left.  The program usually has to bring the children to 

                                       mass/church because their family doesn’t.


2.  some students who attend the regular weekly CCD classes have parents/guardians who do not attend weekly mass.  She fears that if we do drop this program that these children will not attend G of F nor weekly mass.  Did we ever really have these families??

3.  Judith stressed that it is vital that families are involved


4.  Judith feels that the Generation of Faith program is more meaningful because the entire family is involved.  Even the archdiocese is looking more closely at and leaning more towards the G of F programs rather then the traditional programs.

5.  G of F programs are run on a more open education style with total family involvement.  It would be good to find a way to weekly enforce what is done in the monthly meetings.

B.  Question posed:  Is it possible to combine G of F and traditional CCD classes by giving them a “workbook?”  Judith responded by saying that it would be difficult because the present workbook doesn’t coincide with G of F themes.  The booklet company may, in the future, try to follow these themes as more church communities switch over to G of F programs.

C.  Goal is to have the entire community turn towards a lifelong faith formation.

II. Old Business:

A. How are the projects coming?  Responses
1. bathroom – useable and functioning and approved by Town.  Handle changed to handicapped accessible.  Just need to investigate how to open door when locked if there is an emergency.  Light (motion sensitive) now stays on for 15 minutes.  Few minor things – can hear slight flushing sound if you are sitting in the back of the church!!  Asking Holly to make a note in the bulletin that the bathroom in the back of the church is now “open for use.”
2. painting – done.  They didn’t charge extra for damaged walls upstairs.  Stations of the Cross touch up project didn’t seem to interest them.  One area in the back of the church may have been missed.  Father Crowley will inquire about this.
3. Hall stair treads are getting dangerous and need to be replaced.  Needs immediate attention.
4. New project would be to refurnish the 6 exterior doors and their “crash bars.”  It’s an expensive project and may have to wait ($8,000).  However, center doors need immediate attention and will have to be done no matter what ($2000-$3000).  They have become a hazard.

5. St. Rose needs exterior painting.  Starting with windows – some major repairs need to be done before painting.  “Rob” is willing to do the work.  He’ll get an estimate to Father Crowley.

B. Pastoral Planning meeting date – No date has been set up.  Father Crowley spoke to Father Daley.  It might be better to start with a smaller group of people and see what common things there are between the two parishes.
C. St. Vincent de Paul – trailer?  Will one be coming? Response
Now drafting a letter to the newly elected Selectman group.  It’s still a work in progress.
D. Food pantry – doing well.  Average 230 families.  Annual sponsored breakfast usually raises approximately $900.  Greater Boston Food 
      Bank is a huge help in stocking shelves.  The St. Vincent de Paul Society

     does other great things – pays electric bills, gives rides to doctor visits, etc. 
III. Other:

A. Thrift shop has a new coordinator – Bridget Small
B. Spaghetti Supper – good crowd/well attended however Father Crowley made the observation that there were very few children.  It seemed strange to think that this community event attracted an older crowd.  It was not a good representation of the entire community.

C. Picture booklets – still no real word about its completion.  Holly received a call regarding pictures of the various ministries!  Representative never came to view and select the pictures Holly took to place in the book.
D. Schedule for PPC elections

1. June 6/7 – nominations close

2. June 13/14 – elections conducted

a. collection of ballots at each mass.

Ann and Madeline will do Sat. June 13 – 4 pm mass

Joyce will do Sun. June 14 – 8 am mass

Naomi will do Sun. June 14 – 9:30 and 11 am mass

Jack will do Sat mass at St. Rose

Regina will do Sun mass at St. Rose

3. Person collecting ballots should make sure that the blank ballots are available in the pews along with the pencils.  Holly will make

      sure that these things get to the church.

4. Person collecting ballots should bring them to the June 14th PPC

      meeting so that a final tally can be done.

5. The Priest at each mass during this weekend should mention that

      elections are being conducted and take time to vote. Ushers will

      collect the ballots to then give to the PPC representative.

E. St. Rose of Lima – Barbeque coming up and celebrating its 46th year!

F. “Men’s and Women’s Catholic Conference” – was not mentioned in the weekly bulletin and probably should be so that all interested parties have the opportunity to attend if they wish.  A Parish Coordinator usually makes sure that this information gets to Holly so she can place it in the bulletin.  This wasn’t done this year!
G. St. Rose of Lima had a money collection during its First Communion mass.  One person complained about it.  Response:  Collection will take place during all weekend masses regardless of what event is taking place.  This is the only time offerings are sought.

Next Meeting:  June 14, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 

