   Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima

Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes 

June 14, 2009
Present:  Father Crowley, Deacon Bower, Bill Pye, Barbara Norvish, Jack Roussell, Regina Rebello, Joyce Domingos, Naomi Gonzalez, Liz Larkin, Madeline O’Leary, Claire St. Laurent, Manny Rebello, Father Worthley, Holly Clark, Michelle Sylvia
I. Election results:  Sacred Heart Church – Barbara Norvish (re-elected),

Charlie Norvish and Mary Gabriel – new members
 St. Rose of Lima – Dave English – new member

Congratulations to the new members!!!  AND
Thank you to Jack Roussell, Bill Pye and Cathy Levesque for your

 services!!!
II. Michelle Sylvia – Transition – What’s involved in going from traditional religious education classes to Generations of Faith? 
A. As we go from traditional religious education classes to Generations of Faith – it is hard to compare the two programs since they are two very different ways of thinking.

1. Traditional – children based – concept being that if you teach them the facts of the faith when young, they will turn in to practicing adults

2. Generations of Faith – nurtures people’s faith and try’s to get them to experience it.  They will then desire more.  This is called “faith formation” which try’s to create practicing Catholics which includes educating children as well as adults. It’s goal is to nurture children and get to their parents who may be/seem to be woefully missing themselves a lot of the knowledge that is within our faith
a. Members of the PPC are encouraged to join in with the Generations of Faith to experience it so you’ll be able to field questions that may come from parishioners

b. Meetings are monthly as opposed to weekly.  This really isn’t enough but neither are weekly meetings.  The education of our faith should be something that is reinforced daily.  G of F asks parents to reinforce it daily (i.e. daily nightly prayers) and they are given suggestions on how to achieve this.

c. Statistics – Students who just passed their confirmation were interviewed and asked what helped them most in the education of their faith – traditional/home schooling/G of F.  Those who took part in the G of F program did much better making it appear that this program is working and making those who attend it to truly live their faith.  

d. G of F ties in with the life of the Parish and life of the family which makes it something more then just a meeting you just have to attend.
e. For those who will have to switch to G of F at the end of this coming year – we may lose some participants but we are already losing them.  Maybe the adults in these children’s lives are already not nurturing their faith.  The thought is that G of F will cut down on these numbers.

f. Next rotation of G of F will include an offering of 6 sessions (Mondays thru Fridays and Sundays) once a month.  Presently, for this upcoming year, there are 153 people scheduled for Tuesdays, 173 people scheduled for Fridays and 87 people scheduled for Sunday meetings.  Friday night is the most popular.  A survey may be conducted to see if Saturday night might be a night families would attend.  There are only 6 meetings in a year.

g. Workbook in G of F – A home kit is used each month.  This needs to be fine tuned and the publishers of traditional religious education workbooks will need to alter their present format to better align themselves to G of F programs.  It would be good if someone put a book together that paralleled the 6 monthly sessions.

h. A lot of 1st grade students (who will have to switch to G of F after next year) decided that instead of switching at the end of 2010, they’d just join G of F this year so they could continue with it’s program.  

i. Michelle feels a lot of people are coming around and pleased/appreciative of the program.  They know their children learned because they were in the classes with them.  It has created good dialogue within their family.

3. Questions regarding G of F
a. Are there any statistics on who goes to church?  

RESPONSE:  Michelle sees lots of families who do go to G of F at mass.  Maybe a survey with questions would help to answer if G of F helps them to live their faith more meaningfully by attending mass and practicing their faith.

b. Students in grades 1-6 stay with their parents during G of F 

      meetings.  Why?  RESPONSE:  It’s the format designed by 

      the developers of the program.  The 6th grader does want to 

      be with the other teenagers but it’s designed that they stay

      with the children’s group.

c. How are cost issues addressed?  Scholarships are set up by the church office to help defray the cost of the program to families who are in financial stress.  Families elect whether to eat or not with the group.  If the cost of the meal poses a problem for a family, the church helps out with the assistance of the St. Vincent de Paul society.

d. Michelle commented that the G of F program is very fortunate to have as many volunteers as it has.  “They make the program work!”  “It’s (G of F) a work in progress and we’ve come a long way in 5 years.”

e. Michelle was congratulated for doing such a fine job!

III. Holly Clark distributed a paper she wrote for her course entitled “Pedagogy for Catechesis – Setting Our Church on Fire:  Pastoral Planning for Lifelong Faith Formation.”  She mentioned that Generation of Faith programs are a part of this and that our parish is already involved in offering such a program.  The idea of it all is to make us all lifelong learners of our faith.  

IV. Old Business:

A. How are the projects coming?  Responses
1. painting – just minor touch up painting needs to be done where tape was used during Holy Week.
2. crash bars for exit doors – expecting another estimate to come in since the first estimate was high.  Ladies Sodality donated a cash gift towards this project.  Refinishing doors and adding crash bars first estimate was $10,991.
3. Hall stair treads were replaced for a cost of $2,400.  Regret the color wasn’t darker since the lighter color does show things like coffee stains.  It will require more cleaning due to this fact.
4. St. Rose needs exterior painting and window work.  No estimate to do the work has been submitted so far.  A parishioner, however, has started doing some scraping.  Father Crowley has written to the Chancellor requesting monies back that St. Rose of Lima may be entitled to receive.  Father is encouraged that they could get these monies (approximately $30,000).  This money would greatly help out with some of these needed projects.
5. Pastoral Planning meeting with Sts. Martha and Mary Church – Father Crowley would need to set up a meeting for a specific topic such as the “CCD program.”  Father Crowley maintains a good relationship with Father Daley and they do talk about important issues affecting both parishes.
6. Picture booklets – Father Crowley has spoken with the representative within the last two weeks.  They are working on it.  The memorial and activities pages have caused some confusion.  No money has been exchanged yet even for these pages in question.
B. AED fund - $400 was collected during the first week and a similar amount is expected this week.  The hope is to purchase four defibrillators to be placed in Sacred Heart church, St. Rose church, Sacred Heart’s parish hall and school.  Monies left over from the church bathroom ($5000), which Father Crowley will try to tie in with the Parish Health Care Service, will help to cover some of the costs.  St. Rose of Lima is also having a collection for these purchases.
V. New Business

A. Sacred Heart lawn service – It was mentioned that the grounds of Sacred Heart Church could look better.  The present lawn service gets $55 to cut grass only.  Father Crowley is presently getting estimates for the care of the flower beds and shrubs

B. Rug cleaning – to happen this week

C. Couples Club at St. Rose of Lima – Going well!  They had a brunch with at least 15-20 couples attending.  The thought is to get Sacred Heart to get going on one and then ultimately having the two parishes clubs get together.  Idea was proposed to get the Marriage Prep group to attend.  We should try to get the two parishes to have more functions together especially since we are ONE PARISH.

Next Meeting:  September 13  at 6:30 p.m. at  Sacred Heart Church – office behind the rectory.
