Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima
Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes 

October 19, 2008

Present:  Father Crowley, Father Worthley, Bill Pye, Jack Roussell, Madeline O’Leary, Joyce Domingos, Ann Tucker, Barbara Norvish, Naomi Gonzalez, Liz Larkin, Claire St. Laurent
I. Daily 8 a.m. mass – During November thru February, daily mass will be celebrated in the Rectory Conference Center rather then the church.  This will cut down on the oil cost ($31,000 last year) to heat the church and will still meet the needs of the roughly 25-35 parishioners who attend mass daily.

II. Church bathroom update – For our 3rd Century Campaign goal project, $39,000 was placed in “restricted funds” to construct a handicapped accessible bathroom in the back of the church.  This on-going project has met up with some “snags” but is still on the “to do” list.  If all goes through, the bathroom will be constructed in the rear of the church on the side entrance closest the rectory.  Upon opening this side door, you will see the back wall of the bathroom.  The door for the bathroom will be off the main church entrance. In addition, several of the back pews will have the ends removed and shorten for wheelchair access.

III. Generations of Faith has excellent attendance with approximately 480 people participating.  Evaluations are generally positive.  This program has a 6 year cycle which is drawing to an end.  At that time the traditional program held on Saturdays will end.  This version of CCD has 115 participants.  It is feared that we may lose them if they have to enter the Generations of Faith schedules.  More thought has to be put in to this so that doesn’t happen.  Judith West will be ending her role in the program after this year.
IV. Marriage Prep – 16 couples attended.  Father Crowley made a presentation which was well received and made the experience more holy and special. The Sacred Heart Marriage Prep program has the reputation of being one of the best in the area.
V. Deacon Gabriel and Holly Clark are busy attending meetings (next 8-12 weeks) at St.
            Julia’s in Weston.  The purpose of these meetings is to discuss the document put out
            by the Archdiocese regarding the future of the church and the shortage of priests. 
           Sacred Heart and Sts. Martha and Mary are a collaborative/cluster.  Father Crowley
           would like the Parish Pastoral Councils to get together to talk about what we

           could/should be doing in regards to this issue.

VI. In need of volunteers/help:  

a.  ADVENT GIVING TREE:  Gifts are sent to the nursing homes and struggling families.  Mary Lapre has been the main person running this activity.

b. THRIFT SHOP:  Maryann Cunningham is retiring from coordinating the Thrift Shop after 21 years of service.  It has proven to be a good source of income (approximately $15,000 per year) for the parish as well as a good service for the community.  It will be looking for a new coordinator for next season.

VII. Food Pantry:  Services approximately 80 families.  There have been a sufficient amount of volunteers that come from a variety of places.  200 letters went out for Thanksgiving.

VIII. Where is the parish pictorial directory?  It is a work in progress by the ladies who ran the scheduling of the pictures.

IX. Confirmation program running well with the help of Lori Handerhan.  She is positively adding to the experience of the students.  Level 2 is involved in a point giving competition.

X. The churches staff is busy working on a policy governing the use of the church facilities by various groups/individuals/organizations.  They are busy setting up penalties that will be imposed if something goes wrong.  This could include the loss of use of the facility.  Doors being left unlocked, lights and/or heat being left on, furniture being re-arranged and not put back have been some of the problems that have arisen.
XI. Parish hall is going to be painted with new shades and window treatments also on the “to be done” list.  A donation of $2000 from the Solidarity has helped this to become a reality.  The cost of the project is $2100.

XII. St. Rose of Lima:

a. The bathroom has been done and looks very nice.

b. Sound system needs some attention.  It needs the box to be replaced so that the sound doesn’t drown out.  Jack will meet with the gentlemen who will work on the repair.

         XIII.  NEXT MEETING – NOVEMBER 16, 2008 – 6:30 P.M.

